
-t) .pe8ueq ere \ uauo^\ qlog .pueqsnq

roq ueql pue 'slerurue urreJ Jo r{}Bep

eql esnEc ()1 1r pesn orl 4. asnoqreled\
seu8y o1 1ue1 uer{l se^\ }ec JeH 'peap ueql

'pes^(prud uaql'eure1 lsrrJ run{ Suuleru
'4ros srq ur peol e 1nd 'putr.u;eq paEueqe

dllueredde Eurzreq Jnq teq fr.reru o1

peer8e peq or{ \ erp ol ueru e pesnec ueql
p€q eqs :req f.rreru o1 pesn;er 1ed'1ueu
-3e.rd req epetu peq oqm paol fqlleazn
e 'sefg 

^\eryuy ilpl o1 (,reqrure1,.req)

lec Jer{ Eursnec;o pesncce sB \ srcueJd
'asnoqralefl\ seu8y pue srcueJd qleqezllg

'uetuozlr IeJeAed plelpeH olr1 peuJacuoJ
pue '999I ur eceld 4oo1 puelSug ul lelrl

ueJcqclr^\ lsrTJ er{l leql proJsr.uleqc ur sel'(\

1y 'poued srql Surrnp .spe >lJelq, eq1 8ursrl
-cerd ;o pesncre esoqtr Jo dlleer euepunru
eroru eq1 ruo4 pe^oual JEJ sr >lcrlsuoorq

pue 1eq,(1urod e qlr,l Beq pelc->lrelq
eqlyo eEeur p^erpeu eql lng .peln,

-eso.rd arazn eseql Jo 009 re^O 'lcedsns

ro rurlcrl e se Jeqlle 'xessg ur sesec

ur pallolur aram aldoad ggg'7 f1a1eu
-rxordde'auop gggl pue 09gI uee^qeg

Itrnluec qlll eqlJo pue eql 01

s09gl plu eql ruo4 suorlnces;ad;o porred
aq1 Suunp puelSug ur esle areqlvtue

ueql lerJl uo 1nd eJeA\ saqrlLrr eJoru eJerl,{\
eceld aq1 sr sn{I'leJeueg rapurJqcl16

snorueJur aq1;o punor8 3u11unq

'd1uno3 qcll6 ul e.re nof ".reqrueruar pue
adecspuel xossg erreo oql uo sll€J

ssau>lJep se 
^\opur^\ 

rno,(;o 1no 4oo1
'Euo1 a;e qq8ru aq1 puu Uoqs are

sfep eq1 uaqrn teluur;o sqldep eq1 u

sry$rq

suorssojuo) rlaql pprlxa ol Jopro u! oJnlJol lpluau pu?

;er;s{qd o1 pepelqns oJoiv\ sorll}!/tr pepadsng .1g9; ,surprpr srq pue suqdo;1 /r\oqpe[^l

Ilequad suq),(g 2fun1ue) qlLl eq] SurJnp

uorlesnff€ Jo ]o3Je1 e qlns xossl epsu ]eq^^ ]nB .lJ€r)rlllt^^

Sursrpe;d ,!pe8alle JoJ rlleop JloLl] o] eldood ssolpue luos

'lereuoS Jspuuq)IM poJlt]-llos eq]'su?doH 
^^eqneh

f]vno)
q))Im

Ilnau"g u"Trd 1c{tA(f



Matthew Hopkins, 1547, was a self

styled Witchfi nder General

This was the first of many trials
which followed the 1563 Act
which stated that those using
magical means to bring death or
physical injury to people, or the
destruction of farm and domestic
animals. goods and propefty
should face capital punishment.

Soon after the Hatlield Peverel

witches came the trial of
Elizabeth Lewis of Great
Waltham, accused, amongst other
things, of causing the death of two
of her neighbour's pigs, and her
husband's lameness. She was only
saved from the gallows by the fact
that she was pregnant.

But these were relatively smalI
incidents compared to the prose-

cution of a group of women in St

Osyth 15 years later. It all started
with Ursula I{emp who was
accused of causing a baby girl to
fall from her cot, making her very
i1l, and of putting a spel1 on the
chiid's mother, Grace Thurlow,
which made her go lame. Agnes
Leatherdall then blamed the sick-
ness of her children on Ursula,
and Ursula's own eight year old
son said she kept four'familiars':
two cats, a toad and a lamb, and
suckled them all.

Ursula eventually confessed, but
the hysteria and accusation
spread unabated throughout this
small village, culminating in the
trials of 15 women in Chelmsford,
six of whom were hanged.

A second Act on Witchcraft was
passed in 1604. It drew in all
kinds of magic - putting the
'harmless' kind on the same level
as that which would cause harm.
The floodgates were now open.
The new Act had the backing of
James I who wrote a book on
witchcraft which was studied by
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