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Boudicca, warrior queen

With a new film starring Alex
Kingston on ITV this Sunday,
Chris Penhall looks at the
story behind the fearsome
East Anglian rebel

HE was “of enormous build,
terrifying to look at, with a
harsh voice and bright red
hair down to her knees.”

So said Roman historian Dio Cassius of
Boudicea, freedom fighter and vengeful mother
who headed a huge army of angry and disaffected
Britons as they moved against their hated Roman
OPPressors.

Little is known of her apart from what is
recorded by Roman historians; the Celts seldom
wrote anything down - spreading their history
and folklore by words and stories,

Boudicea was the wife of Prasutagus, King of the
Ieeni, a tribe that oecupled Norfolk and parts of
Suffolk and Cambridgeshire. In 43AD he had sub-
mitted to Rome, meaning he kept his crown pro-
vided his became a client kingdom of the Empire.

After his death part of leeni territory would cede
to Rome and the Emperor would receive a propor-
tion of the Royal treg the rest of his honse
hold and lands would remain with his wife amd
two daughters.

However, when he died in 60AD the Romans re-

LEADING BY
EXAMPLE: Alex
Kingston stars
as the leader of
the Iceni tribe in
ITV1's Boudica,
which screens
this Sunday,
September 28
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